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DOCUMENTARY 

(Letter) 

Doctor John McLoughlin to Sir George Simpson. 
March 20, 1844. 

Introductory Note. 

By Katharine B. Judson. 

The following letter, copied from the original letter book 
in Hudson's Bay House, London, is of great interest as well 
of importance to students of Oregon history. 

Minute annotation has seemed unnecessary. 

To the writer it seems self-explanatory. It answers quite 
fully, in the figures of profit and loss given, — and the writer 
has similar statements for other years, — the extravagant state- 
ments made by Americans regarding the supposedly enormous 
profits of the Hudson's Bay Company in Oregon. Without 
the thrift and careful management which characterized every 
move, the Company would have made no profits at all in the 
southern section. 

Crate, one of the men mentioned in this letter, is mentioned 
also in the volumes of the British and American Joint Com- 
mission for the Final Settlement of the claims of the Hudson's 
Bay and Puget's Sound Agricultural Company. He seems to 
have been in charge of the sawmills five or six miles above 
Fort Vancouver, and to have had many of the duties of a mill- 
wright. 



216 Dr. McLoughlin to Simpson 

One important thing to be noted in this letter, however, 
especially in connection with the very long letter which was 
published in the American Historical Review, October, 1915, 
also found at Hudson's Bay House, are the personal relations 
between Dr. McLoughlin and Sir George Simpson. Hostility 
to Americans was never demanded of McLoughlin — he was 
instructed to keep on good terms with them — and his friend- 
ship to Americans had nothing to do with his resignation. 
McLoughlin, indeed, abhorred ill-will and rough dealings. He 
had had enough experience with fur-trade rivalry and rough 
methods, even aside from his very humane nature, to always 
wish for pleasant methods and good will. And his friendship 
for the "better class of Americans," as he calls them, was 
sincere. He also repeatedly wrote the Governor and Committee 
at London that even accidental bloodshed in rivalry would 
only bring disrepute to the Company and cause complications 
with the American government. 

As I noted in the brief introduction to the letter in the 
American Historical Review, there were endless differences of 
business judgment between McLoughlin and Simpson. Mc- 
Loughlin, for instance, wanted many posts along the coast 
and only vessels enough to carry supplies to them, and bring 
back the furs from them, trading with the Sandwich Island 
at other times. Simpson's policy was to use vessels almost 
altogether and to have no land posts, if possible to avoid them, 
or as few as possible and as small as possible. McLoughlin 
fought the coming of the little steamer Beaver, and I doubt if 
ever he was reconciled to it. It was frequently out of repair, 
had to have an expert crew who could be used for nothing 
else, was too small for the Sandwich Island trade and too 
large, he thought, for a mere coaster. But the Beaver was one 
of Simpson's pet schemes, and even McLoughlin's showing 
that the vessel was actually a loss, financially, did not quell 
his interest in that plan. 
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But the real bitterness between the two men began with the 
death of young John McLoughlin at Stickeen. This was 
touched upon by an important letter published in this Quarterly, 
June, 1914 (Volume 25). 

Now young McLoughlin and young McLeod got mixed up, 
in some way, in the Canadian Rebellion of 1837, while they 
were both either in the Red River country or in eastern 
Canada. I have not yet been able to get details, and have 
only one of Simpson's letters which show that they had made 
themselves so conspicuous that they had fallen under the dis- 
pleasure of the United States Government. Governor Simpson 
got both youths out of the scrape and sent McLoughlin to the 
mouth of the Columbia with his father. It was only five years 
later that the young man was murdered, having unwisely been 
sent to one of the most dangerous posts on the coast, with a 
crew of insolent, insubordinate, undisciplined men, without any 
second officer, and himself not old enough nor experienced 
enough, nor with judgment enough, to manage the post with- 
out assistance. It was almost a crime to send him there, as 
I see it — rash and inexperienced as he was — and most unwise 
and ungenerous in Simpson to send away his second ofificer 
and leave the novice there alone, if it was done through dis- 
like. Yet those things did happen, without fatal results, and 
without personal motives, in the exigencies of the fur trade, 
and one has only to read letter after letter of McLoughlin, to 
the Governor and Committee, and to Simpson, to feel that 
nothing but the utmost skill, determination, and British firm- 
ness and justice ever carried the Company through those years 
without massacre. 

In this connection it might be well to note, because the Com- 
pany has been maligned, that many residents of the Red River 
country begged that the Company should keep control of that 
country while there were Indians in it, because of their won- 
derful control of the natives ; that there never was a massacre 
in the Oregon country, or an Indian war, until the natives 
knew that the British no longer had control of the country; 
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and further, that co-operating with the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, the Canadian Government has settled British North 
America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, without a single 
one of those Indian wars which reddened the soil of America. 
And yet the Canadian Government had to do with very savage 
tribes, including head-hunters and cannibals. 

Simpson had, it seems to me, a distinct prejudice against 
young McLoughlin. After the murder, being convinced be- 
forehand through his own prejudices, that young John was 
to blame, and alone to blame, he did not investigate the murder 
with anything like the calm justice or from the impersonal 
point of view that he should have shown. McLoughlin, on the 
other hand, passionately devoted to his eldest son — perhaps the 
more so because of his generous qualities, and of the fact that 
he had been a source of worry to him, — expressed an intense 
bitterness in his letters to Simpson and to the Governor and 
Committee. John Todd, in the Quarterly article referred to 
above, says that McLoughlin "has also written a thundering 
epistle to their honours at home . . . " It was thundering. 
I have read it, and some other thundering letters addressed to 
Simpson personally. A letter from Archie McDonald to 
Edward Ermatinger, in that correspondence which throws so 
many side lights on the Oregon country at this period, is per- 
haps the best resume that can be made of the Stickeen tragedy — 
that one never knew what the young half-breed sons of the 
traders would amount to, that so often they seemed to express 
the worst of both sides, and that they were always a great 
source of anxiety to their fathers. 

Vancouver, 20th March, 1844. 
To 

Sir George Simpson, Gov. in Chief 
Rupert's Land 
Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours 21st 
June, 1843, with the accompanying documents, as p. packet list. 
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2. I am surprised to learn from you that the men who have 
left the Department complain of ill usage as I am certain none 
have cause but the case or cases ought to be stated, the in- 
dividuals complaining and the person against whom they com- 
plain named as the charge is made in such general terms it is 
impossible to rebut it except in the case of Heroux which is 
stated by Chief Factor Keith in explanation of which I have 
to observe that Heroux was employed in hauling logs to the 
saw mill. Crate who was in charge of the mill gave Heroux 
some orders which he refused to obey and a quarrel arose. 
I do not know who struck first but Mr. Forrest happened to 
come at the time, found Crate on the ground and Heroux 
beating away on him most brutally and some of the men stand- 
ing around looking on. Mr. Forrest pulled Heroux off Crate 
and indignant at seeing a stout man like Heroux beating away 
as he was on a small man like Crate told Heroux to stand up 
as he had to do with him, but Heroux seeing he had his match 
would not answer the call and Mr. Forrest gave him two or 
three cuffs when Heroux took to his heels and came and com- 
plained to me and told me so pitifuU a story that he affected 
my feelings, and supposing he had been ill used I wrote to 
Mr. Forrest for an explanation when Mr. Forrest came down 
with Crate who gave a true version of the affair. Heroux had 
not mentioned to me that he had disobeyed Crate's orders, and 
in such a case, allowing that Crate had struck him he was 
perfectly justified by the circumstances and it would be no 
excuse for a stout man like Heroux to be beating away on a 
little man as Crate, though it is not surprising that a man 
capable of acting as he did should misrepresent the affair. But 
how am I to account for people well acquainted with the char- 
acter of these men and who know that their statements in such 
cases can never be depended on, bringing forward such charges 
in general terms. If Mr. Keith wanted to bring forward this 
charge, why did he not enquire into the cause of Heroux's 
complaining and against whom it was made, but the best evi- 
dence that there was no just cause of complaint is that the 
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recruits you sent us this year are some of our old hands who 
have returned to this Department in preference to any other. 
However, you may depend that as heretofore our best en- 
deavour will be exerted to make the men as comfortable as the 
nature of the business will admit, and I am really astonished 
that you should have considered it necessary to write me on 
that point, as you have been several times here, since I am in 
charge of the Department and no man ever complained to you 
of ill usage. I beg leave to return my thanks through you to 
Mr. Keith for bringing Heroux's case forward as it has af- 
forded me an opportunity of proving its falsity; at the same 
time let us learn from this case to be cautious before we give 
credit to what these men say and recollect that the old proverb 
there are two sides to a story is true. 

3. As you say the Boutes must be trained in the country, 
but the truth is the men are so miserably small and weak for 
years past we cannot find men of sufficient physical strength 
among the recruits to make efficient Boutes to replace our old 
hands. At present we have some Boutes who ten years ago 
were considered old and so little attention is paid to the selec- 
tion of the men that in 1839 a man was sent here from Montreal 
who had only one finger and a thumb remaining on his hand ; 
in 1840 we received another who has one of his arms withered, 
and [an?] impotent arm, and among the recruits who have 
come here from 1839 to 1843 both inclusive, there is only one 
man who can serve for a Boute. The men are so weak that the 
least fatigue lays them up in hospital and the able men have 
to do their duty. 

4. In your fourth para, [paragraph] you write there could 
have been no impropriety in your forwarding the statements 
referred to in your third paragraph to the president and council 
for their information and they did perfectly right in giving 
their opinion and making such observations as they considered 
proper. Every person interested in the business has an un- 
doubted right to express an opinion be that opinion right or 
wrong, and no person has a right to find fault with a person 
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for his opinion, but no action of mine can justify any one 
imputing to me the unfairness of withholding information on 
business from my colleagues to entrap them into any measure, 
as if I had known you had written them on the subject, I 
would not have troubled them about it but my letters [sic] 
speaks for itself. 

5. In regard to the remarks in your fifth paragraph re- 
lating to the murder of my son in which you write, "I trust I 
may not be called upon to resort [revert?] to this to both of us 
most painful subject," permit me to say that I am astonished 
how you could think that such a remark would prevent a 
parent demanding of you information as to the measure you 
took when you delivered the murderer of his son to the Rus- 
sians, if that man is to be prosecuted, and you may depend 
every endeavour of mine will be exerted to have that affair 
thoroughly examined and which I would have attempted to 
have done before this but that I considered it the duty of the 
Company to examine this affair, the murder of one of their 
officers by their servants under his command in one of their 
establishments, but since it has not been done I forward with 
this a copy of all the depositions to my agent to be by him 
placed before council, and to follow such measures as my means 
may justify as I have fully explained in my despatch No. 1 and 
will observe, as I informed you in paragraph of mine of 
March 1843 C. F. Douglas proceeded to the coast and examined 
the men who were at Stikine when my son was murdered and 
I send you a copy of the depositions he took and an extract 
of the letter he wrote the Governor and Committee by which 
you see Heroux and P. Kanaguasse ten months before the 
murder, were known to have been concerting measures to 
murder my deceased son and Mr. R. Finlayson and in the 
night of the murder Francois Pressie proposed also to murder 
my late son, and Mr. Douglas according to my orders delivered 
P. Kanaguassie and Pressie to the Russian authorities and if 
this affair is not thoroughly examined, so that justice be done 
and the men see that they cannot murder their officers with 
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impunity, it requires no gift of prophecy to foretell that this 
murder will be followed by others unless the officers allow 
the men to do as they please, as on the men's own showing, it 
was murder on their part, and if he was drunk as they say 
their crime was only the greater. As to my late son being a 
drunkard as these men represent, the vigilant watch they admit 
he kept and the state of his accounts disprove this and the 
cause of their hostility to him was that he kept them to their 
duty and would not allow them do as they pleased. If the 
character of an officer is to be taken from what such men as 
were at Stikine will say, let me in truth add, though it pains 
me to say so, will swear to — without examining into what they 
say, the situation of the officers is extremely deplorable. 

6. I do not know nor can I imagine whence you derived 
the information that our rivals in trade have been so success- 
ful that they will repeat their visit. It is true Capt. Chapman 
caught six hundred barrels salmon, but after he did it was so 
bad he could not sell it and has given up the business. Captain 
Couch's owner, Mr. Cushing of Salem, Massachusetts, sent a 
small vessel last summer and another is expected this season 
but he is carrying on a losing business. He is, as they say, a 
wealthy man and perhaps keeps on in expectation of our being 
obliged to withdraw, and that the business will fall to him. 
Another American, Mr. Pettygrove, equipt by the house of 
Benson and Co., New York, who were to send here a vessel last 
fall with an assorted cargo but she did not come. 

7. When you speak of the abundant resources at our dis- 
posal, if you mean goods you are correct; but if you mean 
men and officers, we are too few of the latter and as to our men, 
I have already stated their capacity. 

8. In your 9th para, you write, "I am sorry to observe 
the Southern or Bonaventura party, have made very poor 
hunts, arising as much from the impoverished state of the 
country as from their late arrival at their hunting grounds 
which by good management might have been avoided." As 
to your writing the expedition ought to have been despatched 
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sufficiently early to benefit by the whole hunting season, I 
am surprised to see that you write so as the appointment of 
an officer to head the party was made by council and conse- 
quently the expedition had to wait until Mr. Ermatinger had 
closed the business of the Snake Country and arrived here, and 
in fact we had no other officer to place at its head and the 
Snake country remained without any manager till Mr. Grant 
came from York and you will perhaps recollect that Mr. 
Ermatinger objected to proceed in charge of the expedition 
and that you spoke to him about it ; but to revert to the party 
it was equipped in the autumn of 1842 and placed under the 
command of Mr. Laframboise and cleared £477, but the con- 
duct of the men was so bad that under no consideration would 
Mr. Laframboise return. He had only promised to go for a 
trip. I am, said Mr. Laframboise, through the mercy of God 
come back safe because I gave way to my men; if I had as- 
sumed the tone of a master I would have been murdered by 
them. I will not venture again. 

9. As to Mr. Grant's good returns they amounted to 
£3916.18.6 for outfit 1842, and the gain to £2405.12.8; and 
for 1841 the returns amounted to £3706.6.3, the profit to only 
£1389.17.1, in consequence of the heavy expense of the op- 
position. [American rivalry.] 

10. In your fifteenth para, you write in your letter to the 
Governor and Committee that by opening a store at St. Fran- 
cisco, having a vessel of ISO tons on the coast, selling at first 
to retail dealers only and being contented with small profits a 
good business might be done, on this subject I shall only re- 
peat my conviction that the sooner the unfortunate business 
which was badly planned, prematurely and irregularly prose- 
cuted, be wound up, the better for the interests of the Honour- 
able Company. I am certain people reading this would suppose 
that I am the originator of this business. I beg distinctly to 
state that when it was first suggested to me in 1835 till you 
proposed it to me in London in 1839, though I always had a 
good opinion of the business, I opposed it merely because I 
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felt we would not be allowed the necessary latitude to carry 
on the business in the manner it ought to be conducted, but 
in 1839 when you mentioned to me that we ought to enter in 
that business, I agreed and made out a requisition by your 
direction, and in compliance with my instructions sent the out- 
fit in charge of Mr. Rae whom you appointed to it in 1841. 
It is true I ordered a house to be purchased at St. Francisco 
because we could not get one to rent, and it would have cost 
much more to build a house than what we paid for the one 
we bought and you will see by the accounts current of the out- 
fit, it has cleared £1848.5.7 after paying [for] the house and 
the duties on the inventory for both which it takes no credit, 
and deducting 40 per cent from the outstanding debts which 
is much better than I expected considering the situation Mr. 
Rae was placed in and proves that the business is much better 
than you supposed. 

11. By your 17 Paragraph you say you forward ten men 
as recruits for the Department, and in your 18th para, you 
write, "We are of opinion that there are as many in the De- 
partment as you can employ" to which I will revert bye and 
bye ; and that you "see by the books that no fewer than [sic] ten 
officers and 149 men were stationed last winter at Vancouver." 
True, as you state, there were ten officers and 149 men on 
the books winter 1842/43 and our winter establishment always 
will appear large from this circumstance: that in the winter 
we have all the recruits from the other side and every year you 
will find in the books men who have left for Oahoo and other 
places, and when the busy time comes we seldom have two- 
thirds and sometimes not one half of the men who appear in 
the winter in our books, and this at the sickly season when 
sometimes half of the people are laid up in the hospital by the 
fever, so that it [is] only with the utmost difficulty we get 
through our work. Last summer, our first week in harvest 
we had one hundred and seven men, of these seven men were in 
the hospital ; and the last week we had forty-seven in hospital, 
and last year was the healthiest summer we have had since 
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1829. I have known sixty-two men at one time off work from 
fever, principally in the harvest. At present we have 149 men, 
the same as last year. The wages of the ofificers and men at 
Fort Vancouver attached to the depot and general charges 
amount to £3500 

Our farm yields 

3800 Bushels of wheat, at 4/6 per bushel 85 5.0.0 

90 tierces pork, at 100/ per tierce 450.0.0 

100 tierces beef 400.0.0 

100 hides 40.0.0 

30 cwt. butter 54.0.0 

180 cwt. pease 117.0.0 

£1916.0.0 

which is transferred to the depot, and we have still 
in the farm store, 

1000 bushels pease 

1200 bushels barley 

2000 bushels oats 

We sent to Woahoo 

A. 60 masts, valued here $30.00 a piece 450.00 

B. 260 M Lumber, which at 75/ per M 975.0.0 



£3341.0.0 £3500.0.0 

A. These spars will sell at Woahoo from £25 to £50 
each, and some £75. 

B. Our lumber which we only value in invoice *75/ per 
thousand feet we never sell for less than *200/ per M. From 
this you see that these 107 men have done work at this place 
which at the low invoice valuation has almost paid the wages 
of all our present establishment and we have on hand, 

1000 bushels pease 



*75 and 200 shillings. 

1200 bushels barley 
2000 bushels oats 
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Besides unloading two vessels from London, 
loading 2 for Sitka 
unloading 1 from California 
loading 1 for London 

Do. 2 for Woahoo 

Do. the Cadboro and assisting to take the outfits to 
the interior to the Snake country, and bringing down the re- 
turns and in fact, if the season had not been healthier than 
usual, we would not have got through with our work. 

12. You say there were no fewer than ten officers, say, 
J. McLoughlin 
James Douglas 
D. Harvey 
A. L. Lewis 
D. McTavish 
G. Roberts 

C. Dodd 
John O'Brien 
William Tod 

D. McLoughlin 

When you wrote this paragraph, you must have overlooked 
the passage in my letter which states that C. F. Douglas would 
be employed for the summer in removing* the people from 
Fort McLoughlin and Tacko [Taku] and in erecting the 
establishment on the south end of Vancouver's Island; Mr. 
Roberts had left fall 1842; Mr. Dodd had been sent here by 
Mr. Manson without any instruction from me and I sent him 
back by first opportunity to Stikine; I had to send Mr. Tod 
to the interior on account of his health, and Mr. O'Brien at the 
time you wrote was with you so that we remained during the 
busy season 

J. McLoughlin 

D. McTavish, store and office 

D. McLoughlin, shop 



"Governor Simpson had ordered these posts abandoned. 
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A. L. Lewis, farm and men 

D. Harvey, saw and grist mill, 
from March till June when Mr. Douglas returned and brought 
Mr. Low [e] from the coast and it is certain we are too few of- 
ficers for the business, and that if we had had one more officer 
the vessel for London would have been despatch [ed] one 
month earlier and ten good men would have enabled us to 
place at least five hundred pounds more to the credit of the 
District and if the season had not been fine we would not 
have been able to get through our work. 

14. We would require here in the summer, to carry on 
the business on a proper scale 120 men at the lowest calcula- 
tion ; in the sickly season we would require more. 

15. We require 

2 book keepers, one to go out annually with the accounts 
1 clerk for the store 



1 


do. 


retail shop 


1 


do. 


farm and men 


1 


do. 


grist and saw mill 


2 


do. 


to write in the office 


1 


do. 


casualties. 



16. According to your instructions we will supply the Rus- 
sians with only 30 cwt. butter. 

17. I have not been able to begin to build the lighter [for 
the steamer Beaver] and I am happy to see that I am directed 
not to build it, as you say the coal room of the steamer might 
be used as a store room if required, and the cabin also by 
erecting a poop cabin on deck, and on emergency the Cadboro 
might serve as a lighter; indeed she is doing so now; as I 
was afraid to send her on the open coast in the winter, I sent 
her with a cargo of Russian goods to be towed by the inner 
channel by the steamer. 

18. The mill from Abernethy together with the wages of 
the millwright are transferred to the Hudson's Bay Company. 
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19. In 28 para, you write, "I have made a few alterations 
in the indent sent us, striking out the felted cloth which has 
been universally condemned and thermometers that appeared 
to me quite unnecessary, requesting that plug be substituted 
for carrot tobacco as according to some recent alterations in 
the revenue laws, the latter cannot be shipped unless to great 
disadvantage, and reducing the quantity of strichynine from 
6 oz. valued £27.12.0 to one oz. as you say the former 
strichynine was perfectly useless. If the article be useless as 
represented, much better expose the concern to the loss of one 
ounce than six until it be ascertained whether the drug be 
effectual or not." As to the felting cloth, on receiving the 
account of its bad qualities we had countermanded it before 
the receipt of your despatch. The thermometers were to enable 
us to keep the registers we had been directed to keep; the 
6 oz. strychnine were for sale except about J4 oz. for ourselves. 
The remarks on the inferior quality were that a superior article 
to the last might be sent. The large quantity of medicines is 
for sale, and I can only state that our requisition is made out 
with the utmost care and attention. As to changing the carrot 
for plug, I can only say the quality of the last we got from 
London is so inferior that no person will buy it when they 
can purchase any from the Americans. 

20. I send with this the tariff of our Indian trade at this 
place which is the same at Nisqually, Fort George and Fort 
Langley, but it is impossible to keep to a regular standard 
at this place or Fort George with all these Americans around us. 

21. In the 73d resolve of Council, I am instructed not to 
give passages in any of our vessels whether inland or maritime 
to any persons that are not connected with our business, and 
I beg most strongly to offer the supplementary suggestion 
that our posts also may receive such persons only for temporary 
purposes of casual hospitality, and in yours of 29th June you 
write, "I have recently heard from private sources that the 
Rev. Mr. Blanchette had received two priests from Canada 
by the way of Cape Horn, that the Rev. Mr. Demers had been 
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conveyed into New Caledonia, and these aided by our people 
in erecting of their chapels and that the Rev. Mr. Balduc had 
obtained a passage in our steam boat." These circumstances 
arising probably from pressure of business have been omitted 
in your despatches and I mention them merely with the view 
of saying you cannot be too minute in recording and com- 
municating every passing event of importance. The case how- 
ever of Mr. Balduc and Mr. Demers,* I beg however to refer 
you to the 73 Resolution of council and to my letters of 21st 
Inst, which obviously prohibit any further indulgence of the 
kind without the express sanction of the Governor and Com- 
mittee, or the Governor and Council." 

If it was intended that we should not be at liberty to grant 
passages to persons applying and paying for them, there was 
no use in fixing the rate of passage money, as no person going 
from this to Woahoo or coming from Waohoo to this place 
can wait till he gets leave from London to be allowed to em- 
bark on board of the Company's vessel, and our being obliged 
to refuse when people are ready and able to pay for their 
passage will only serve to excite ill feelings towards us which 
is contrary to every rule of business and as it is beyond doubt 
our duty to conciliate, especially when we can do so to our 
own advantage. As to the Rev. Mr. Demers going to New 
Caledonia and the short trip Mr. Balduc took with Mr. Douglas 
from Nisqually to Fort Victoria, and the arrival of the two 
Roman Catholic priests, I deemed [them] to be so very unim- 
portant that I did not consider them worth mentioning though 
I must observe I did not think the Company had any objection 
to the Rev. Mr. Demers going to New Caledonia, but he did 
not apply to return, but if he does, your instructions will be 
observed. At the same time I must state it will only excite 
ill-will towards us, as he can any day he pleases go there 
perfectly independent of us. As to the Rev. Mr. Balduc when 
I heard he had embarked with Mr. Douglas I was happy of it 
as I expected he would have proceeded to the Coast with Mr. 



* Evidently something omitted in quotation; and quotation marks are erratic. 
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Douglas and afforded religious instructions to many of the 
Company's people who have been for a long time deprived of 
it, and which for my part I consider it a duty to afford them 
if possible, and it is certainly to the interests of the Company 
to do so as it tends to render the servants more honest and 
faithful. As to the Rev. Mr. Desmet of the order of Jesuits, 
he has been treated precisely as the other missionaries from 
the United States. He has had supplies from us on paying 
for them in the same way as the Methodist Mission in our 
vicinity and the Presbyterians at Walla Walla and Colville. 
The Jesuit are at the Flathead and Coeur d'Alene Lake. 

23. I informed you in mine of 20th March, 1843, that part 
of the immigrants who came from the States with Mr. Hastings 
were preparing to leave this for California. About forty of 
them left this in May but meeting with Mr. Lease with a party 
of their countrymen and hearing that they could get no lands 
in California some returned to this place, but the main body 
proceeded to Saint Francisco where I understand they have 
got lands along side of Captain Sutter. 

24. This fall a large emigration came from the States, some 
say a thousand persons, but I believe they are not so many. 
Eight or ten Jesuit priests and lay brothers came up with them 
from St. Louis, Missisoure and proceeded to join their brethern 
in the Flat Head country, but some are coming down here this 
spring, perhaps to settle in this vicinity. I am informed that 
Father Desmet is gone to Europe to endeavour to make an 
arrangement with the Hudson's Bay Company to get his sup- 
plies for his mission. 

25. As I already stated Chief Factor Douglas proceeded 
to the coast, took the people and property from Fort Durham 
and Ft. McLoughlin which according to your directions are 
abandoned and began an establishment at the place he selected 
on the south end of Vancouver Island which according to your 
instructions has been named Fort Victoria, and placed it under 
the charge of Chief Trader Ross. It has a fine harbour, quite 
accessible and by last accounts everything was going on well 
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at this place. The fort is three hundred by three hundred and 
fifty feet, to consist of eight buildings of 60 feet, two behind 
and three each side, and Mr. Ross is going on with the build- 
ings and this year and this year* will plant a large quantity of 
potatoes so that by having flour, pease, and a few barrels beef 
and pork, he will be able to afford refreshments next winter 
to any vessel that may call there. 

26. The Vancouver arrived from St. Francisco this third 
May and as you see by the account current the outfit to Cali- 
fornia for 1842 paid the heavy California duties and got only 
the usual advance 33-1/3 and cleared as already mentioned, 
[amount left a blank] as per accompanying account. 

27. On the same day with the Vancouver, the Columbia, 
Capt. Humphreys, entered the River but as you are aware, 
the bulk of her cargo was for the Russians and as the whole 
cargo was mixed up, we had to unload her entirely and to 
save time [as] we took the Russian goods out of the Co- 
lumbia, we put them immediately on board the Vancouver, 
Capt. Duncan, and sent her with their goods and supplies for 
the Coast to Sitka and Fort Simpson from whence after de- 
livering her cargo in good condition and received the furs of 
Fort Simpson and Stikine, she returned on the 22nd August 
under the command of Capt. Brotchie who, as it was his turn 
to go home, I had instructed to exchange with Capt. Duncan, 
the latter taking the command of the steamer and Capt. 
Brotchie of the Vancouver. 

28. The Columbia left this the 6th July with a cargo of 
wheat for Sitka and returned here on [date left blank]. I 
find by Governor Eoline that the wheat arrived late; the fact 
is that I supposed they were more in want of goods than grain 
and therefore sent the goods first, and though every exertions 
were made, it was impossible to send these vessels off sooner 
as from the 23rd May to the 6th July we had to unload and 
load two vessels besides receiving and expediting the brigade 
for the interior. 



• A characteriitic repetition. 
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29. The brigade arrived from the interior the sixth June 
and left 24th of the same, but unfortunately in going up, one 
of the boats was supset and one of the men drowned and 
another in poling fell out of the boat and was also drowned. 

30. On the 6th July, the Diamond, Captain Fowler arrived 
from London and delivered her cargo in excellent condition 
and as there was no prospect of our sending a cargo of lumber 
in time to Woahoo by our own vessels, I chartered the Diamond 
for four hundred and twenty-five pounds to take a cargo to 
Woahoo. 

31. The Columbia left this the first of December for 
Woahoo but could not get over the bar till the 3rd February.* 

32. In consequence of your only sending ten men, I had to 
send to Woahoo for fifty Kanakas, part of which is to replace 
the Kanakas gone in the Columbia, and three going in next 
ship, and the Kanakas I sent for will not replace all the blanks 
in our list. 

33. On the return of the Columbia, she will proceed to 
Sitika with the grain and when she comes from there she will, 
according to the intelligence we may receive and the date of 
her return and either proceed to California or London with 
the returns. 

34. A few days after the departure of the express last 
March a momentary excitement broke out among the Nez 
Perces and Cayuse tribe who inhabit the country about Walla 
Walla caused by reports spread among them that Dr. White, 
who as I informed you, gave himself out as an Indian agent 
for the United States, had said he would take their lands from 
them, which it is certain he never said and also from another 
report which came to the Willamette that the Cayuse and Nez 
Perces had said they intended to attack the settlers, but which 
was unfounded. 

35. Dr. White stopped here as he was passing and on his 
way to visit the Cayuse and Nez Perces tribe according to 
appointment and as he might take a fancy (though he had 



*It was while waiting three weeks to get over the bar, his visit in 1841, and 
because of that delay, that Simpson decidfed definitely on th« location of Fort 
Victoria, Vancouver Island. 
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publicly said he had nothing to do with us) to address these 
Indians in our establishment, and in case Mr. A. McKindly* 
might not know how to act and this might bring us into trouble 
with Indians, to avoid this and all misunderstanding hereafter 
on the subject, I addressed Mr. McKindly the following letter 
and handed it for perusal to Dr. White, after which I sealed 
and delivered it to Dr. White, with the request he would give 
it to Mr. McKindly which the Doctor did. 

36. Vancouver, 14th April, 1843. 

Mr. A. McKindlay, 

Dear Sir 
Dr. White is, I understand, on his way to Walla Walla. 
You will observe that until our Government has given up its 
claims to the country and recognized the rights of the U. States 
and we are officially informed of it, we cannot recognize Dr. 
White as an Indian agent and he can only be known to us as 
a private individual and as such to be treated with all the 
Courtesy his conduct deserves but you cannot permit his hold- 
ing council with Indians in the Fort, and you will remember 
that the goods sent to you are to be employed in trade with 
Indians but you may of course sell him any, or give him on 
credit, such articles as are usually supplied gentlemen on the 
voyage. I am 

Yours truly 

John McLoughlin. 

N. B. To avoid misapprehension, you will attend no Indian 
Council with Dr. White. 

37. Dr. White went to visit the Indians and saw the Cayouse 
and Nez Perces tribe together about twenty-five miles from 
Walla Walla, at which it is said he principally spoke to them 
of religion and advised them to become farmers. At the first 
meeting the two tribes in consequence of natural jealousies 
were on the point of coming to blows but the assembly broke 
up quietly. 



* McKinlay. 
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38. The American settlers on the Wallamette had a public 
meeting last May and wanted the Canadians to unite with them 
in organizing themselves into a Government, but the Canadians 
would take no part in their plans of organization and govern- 
ment. The Americans with a few English who came by the 
way of the States and some foreigners formed themselves into 
a body, elected three men as an executive board, three others 
as magistrates, a sheriff, and three constables, and I am happy 
to say all the people have been quiet and in general very in- 
dustrious. 

39. In May, a party of Americans who came fall 1842 from 
the States left this under the command of a Mr. Hastings, an 
American lawyer to proceed to California, and if they did 
not find that country to suit them they are to go from there to 
the States. I learned that they safely arrived, that Mr. Hastings 
is highly pleased with the country and has a grant from the 
California Government of ten leagues of land. 

40. In company with the immigrants there came a Lieut. 
Fremont of the Topographical Corps of Engineers, U. S. 
Service. He got some supplies from us and left this on the 
13th Nov. He expected to be at Washington in March and 
to return here this season to finish his survey and it is said a 
large immigration will accompany him to this country. 

41. As to the immigrants come this year [1843] they have 
placed themselves all on the South Side of the Columbia River, 
in the Wallamatte, Falaty Plains, about Fort George and 
Clatsop and give out that they believe the Columbia River will 
be the boundary and they think it is settled by this time. I 
know that several of them come strongly prejudiced against 
us in consequence of false reports raised as you will see, more 
particularly noticed in my letter, paragraph [number left blank] 
to the Governor and Committee, arising from a letter published 
in the papers by Captain Spaulding who was here in 1840 with 
the large re-inforcement for the Methodist Mission and whom 
you may remember we saw at Woahoo. However, I believe 
their sentiments are changed and they are convinced that they 
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were grossly misinformed. A large party of them are to pro- 
ceed this spring to California where a large party of their 
countrymen who came with them separated from them in 
the Snake country to go thither. 

42. The Lama, Captain Nye came in May with a few sup- 
plies for the Methodist Mission, but left as soon as she had 
discharged her freight. 

43. The Pallas, Captain Sylvester, consigned to Mr. A. E. 
Wilson who keeps a store at the Falls for Mr. Cushing of 
Salem as I already mentioned, arrived here in September. 
She is of about one hundred tons, and it is said is intended to 
run between this and Woahoo. 

44. On the first July the steamer Beaver left Fort Victoria 
on Vancouver Island and proceeds to Fort Simpson on her 
tour to the north as far as Cape Spencer. At Fort Simpson the 
steamer met the barque Vancouver, according to instructions 
I had given Captain Duncan. 

45. By the Vancouver I received Governor Etoline's letter 
of the 14th July in which he complains strongly of the state 
the Valleyfield's cargo was in and of which I am not sur- 
prised by the fact that a good deal of our property was injured 
and when she was laid on shore at Nisqually for survey a seam 
seven feet in length was found which had not been caulked. 
At the same time Governor Etoline writes that Urlain Heroux, 
the murderer of my son attempted to murder his gaoler merely 
because he prevented his escape. 

46. Gov. Etoline complains of the late arrival of the wheat 
and says it ought by agreement to be at Sitika about the first 
June; the agreement provides that the furs shall be there 
about that date but the date in which the wheat is to be there 
is not mentioned. However I shall as heretofore, do my best 
to send them their grain about the first June. As to the delay 
this year, the two vessels the Vancouver and Columbia arrived 
here together in May and as I conceived they were more in 
want of goods than provisions, I sent the cargo of the Valley- 
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field which had been here ten months and as the Diamond ar- 
rived when the Columbia was ready for sea, I nevertheless 
detained the latter to send by her as much of the Diamond's 
cargo consigned to the Russians as we could by the Columbia, 
and Gov. Etoline not knowing my reasons for the delay, of 
course complains and which I merely mention to account for 
the reason of the delay and which you see could not be pre- 
vented on our part and the detention of the grain merely arose 
from a desire to serve them, and you may depend as hitherto 
that we will do everything we can to satisfy them and fulfil 
our contract and I have great pleasure in stating that we have 
found them accommodating and desirous to meet our views. 

47. Gov. Etoline would not undertake to build us a lighter, 
but proposed to sell us the hull of a schooner for £300 and 
if we did not wish to purchase it he very obligingly offered to 
send it to us till our own lighter was built but as we did not 
require it, I declined with thanks accepting Gov. Etoline's very 
kind offer. 

48. The plan of operation for our shipping this summer 
is to keep the steamer on the coast till October when she will 
return here. 

49. The Cadboro on her return from Sitika is to proceed 
to Langley for a cargo of salmon and come here. She will 
then, according to circumstances be sent to Langley with the 
outfit, or to St. Francisco. 

50. As to the Columbia and Cowlitz, it is impossible to say 
how they will be employed until I receive instructions, but 
it is evident they will both have to proceed to the N. W. Coast 
with the grain for the Russians and the supply for our trade. 
It is probable the Columbia will proceed to London with the 
returns. 

5L On the 4th inst. a meeting of the settlers was called 
in the Wallamatte to petition the U. States Congress to ex- 
tend their jurisdiction over this country. The Canadians were 
invited to attend and did so, and being the majority (as a great 
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part of the Americans are hostile to Dr. White who summoned 
the meeting, would not attend) voted down every measure pro- 
posed, saying they were British subjects and could have nothing 
to do with a petition to the congress of the U. States to extend 
her jurisdiction over this country and v/hen the boundary was 
run they would obey the laws of the country they happened 
to be placed under. 

52. On the fourth in the evening the Americans killed an 
Indian at the Falls of the Wallamatte. At the same time the 
Indian shot an American who died five days after of the wound. 
It seems the Indians told the Americans this Indian was a 
bad man, that he had threatened to murder some of the Ameri- 
cans and had murdered an Indian, his two wives and children, 
it is said. Dr. White offered a reward of one hundred dollars 
for this Indian dead or alive. It seems this Indian heard of 
this, when, conscious as he was of being innocent, as is well 
known, of the charge of murder brought against him, he went 
to the Falls but armed himself with two pistols and was fired 
at twice before he fired. Some of the Indian's followers 
wounded two of the Americans with arrows. One of them is 
since dead. As this has occurred from false report the Indians 
themselves spread against this Indian, his relations so far have 
been quiet but when they collect at the salmon season there 
may be some stir about it; but every exertion of ours will be 
made to keep peace in the country which at present seems to me 
a difficult task but we will do our best, as if such a misfortune 
occurs it would hardly be possible for us to avoid being drawn 
into it either by one party or the other, but I trust that by 
the mercy of God we will be able to keep clear. 

53. The following is a comparative statement of the ac- 
counts for Outfit 1842 and 1843 for the Districts along the 
sea. 
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Outfit 1843 Outfit 1848 

54. Gain Loss Gain Loss 

Vancouver depot 991.18.11 1213. 3.1 

Vancouver sale shop.. .3147.13.11 3838. 2.5 

Vancouver Indian trade.2273.14.6 1186.16.10 

Langley Fort 1892.10.4 1702.16.10 

Nisqually Fort 302.19.8 97.11.8 

Simpson Fort 2566.10.1 1486.2.4 

McLoughlin Fort 748.12.6 1465. 9.3 

Durham Fort 

Stikine Fort 

Country Snake 1225.6.10 2405.12.8 

Party Southern CCal.] . . 425. 4.1 31.18.0 

Islands Sandwich 

Russian transaction 1430.5.0 1460.17.9 

Columbia barque 97.16.4 

Cadboro schooner 92. 2.10 478. 0.0 

California establishment.1848. 5.7 

Steamer Beaver 1153.17.5 2813.8.11 

Vancouver barque 370. 448. 1.1 

Charges general 1787.13.4 2692.7.6 

Victoria Fort 488. 1.1 

Cowlitz barque 409. 9.4 

£17481. 5.* 3774.19. 14503.17.2 6816.11.2 
[Loss] 3774.19. 6816.11.2 

1 — , — 

[Profit] £13706. 6. £7687. 6. 

55. There is Louttet, a blacksmith, going out, and he is 
an excellent man and he wishes to be allowed to come back 
to the Department. Perhaps he wants to propose to be allowed 
to go free at the expiration of his engagement. I wish to see 
him back in preference to a stranger, still I wish the rules of 
the Service to be kept up, and he to come back on the usual 
terms, and if at the end of his time he has conducted himself 
well, has the means to establish himself, and we can dispense 
with his services, we will allow him to go free, but he nor 

•The footing of this column is 3 pence less than as shown, probably due to 
the blurring of figures in the original. 
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any other man ought to be allowed to go free on any other 
conditions.* 

56. As to the number of men that you ought to send, it 
depends on the boundary question. If we are to continue our 
business in the present scale, we will require forty whites to 
replace these retiring and deaths and to enable us to allow 
some of our Sandwich Islanders retire as it does not do to have 
too many of them. 
I am 

Your obedient humble servant 

John McLoughlin, 

C. F. 

[Copied from original] 



*To go free: that is, to be allowed to terminate his contract and remain in 
the country, as the Company were under bonds to return all men into the civilized 
section. 



